






— 2 


ie wemeh 


ot mee Te on 


















BRITISH CRITIC, 


FOR 


Q960.€.14 3 " 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY, “MARCH, APRIL, 


MAY, AND JUNE. 


M DCCCI, 








Bo ‘ , >? > ’ "Bentla 
T'aanbis tis Qds tvior’ & Cnrésasvoy. Com. Gra. 


Trath is not always pleafing when fhe comes. 














VOLUME XVII 











London : 


PRINTED FOR F. AND C. REIVINGTOD, 
NO. 62, ST. PAUL’S CHURCH-YARD. 
1801, 

TS 


PRINTED BY T, RICKABY, PETERBOROUGH=COURT, 
FLEET*STRESTs 








( UUUP QTE S 
hither “ORK 
































T is feldom that We can fatisfy an author with 
praife. Readers are more eafily contented. The 
are rather apt to think us faulty on the other fide ; 
efpecially when they happen to have _—— an 
indifferent book. -Our Pretaces ought to pleafe 
both parties. Authors, becaufe ‘they contain only 
commendation ; readers, becaufe, if they fulfil their 
plan, they do not even mention a produétion unwor- 
thy to be purchafed. We write no Judex Expurga- 
torius. Silence is here our heavieft cenfure ; and de- 
parted authors. muft not haunt us, if we fpeak no 

evil of them after their deceafe. 
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DivinirTy. 


When we open this article with the two works of 
Mr. Feffe, which we commended together, his Differta- 
tion on the Apofiles, and his book on the Study of the Scrip- 
tures*, we have an eye to the amends we promifed 
then for accidental delay. The works, however, 
deferve diftinftion. ‘They are acute as well as pious, 
and cannot fail, particularly the latter, to increafe 
the love of facred ftudy. In treating of the Prophe- 
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T is feldom that We can fatisfy an author with 
praife. Readers are more eafily contented. They 
are rather apt to think us faulty on the other fide ; 
efpecially when they happen to have Reg aes an 
indifferent book. -Our Pretaces ought to pleafe 
both parties. Authors, becaufe ‘they contain onl 
commendation ; readers, becaufe, if they fulfil their 
plan, they do not even mention a semdblaiin unwor- 
thy to be purchafed. We write no Judex Expurga- 
jorius. Silence is here our heavieft cenfure ; and de- 
parted authors. muft not haunt us, if we fpeak no 
evil of them after their deceafe. 
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Divinity. 


When we open this article with the two works of 
Mr. Feffe, which we commended together, his Differta- 
tion on the Apoftles, and his book on the Study of the Scrip- 
tures*, we have an eye to the amends we promifed 
then for accidental delay. The works, Me 
deferve diftin&tion, They are acute as well as pious, 
and cannot fail, particularly the latter, to increafe 
the love of facred ftudy. In treating of the Prophe- 
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il PREFACE. 


cies, Mr. Zouch* has united caution. with fagacitys 
More we hardly venture to pronounce on fubjects 
of this nature; but his book we recommend with- 
out hefitation, tothofe whofe fludies are dirctted ta 
that point. A/r. Reeves, whom formerly the tiudious 
world had known, only as a writer on ‘law and poli- 
tics, extellent in both, and evidently qualified to 
write on any fubje&t he had once contfidered or exa- 
mined, has come forward lately to demand attention 
on fubjeéts of theological enquiry. To us this was 
not furprifing, who knew him to be eLushzs as well as 
mwohunatys; but to thofe who have not feen him in 
his ftudy, tt muft feem a very fudden change. What? 
John Reeves, the leader of the firft Affociations, the 
defender of the Conftitution, againit republican and 
even whiggifh innovations, writing on the Pfalanst, 
and commenting on the Litureyt. ? ven fo, moft 
aftonithed enquirer ; and doing both with piety, with 
Jearning, with fuccefs. The Church and State are 
not more firmly allied by the various cautions of our 
Legiflature, than by their own fpecific attractions, 
in the mind of this author. Have patience, and you 
will behold him commenting on the Scriptures at 
large. ‘The enemy of levellers, is the friend of true 
religion ; and a learned, and a powertyl friend, 
Hate him, Jacobin, if poflible, more than ever; but 
beware of affecting to defpite hin. ‘Lhe Church 
of England, let us ‘hops, will never be ill-furnifhed 

with defenders. Among thote who lately wielded 
the pen in her behalf, let us not omit to mention 
Mr. Grabam§, whofe work, though aimed againft the 
Baptitts In particular, is fuch as will fupport our 
caufe againtt all fects, by the only true detence, the 
bulwark of the Scriptures. Againft all that can be 
urged by the acuteft adverfary in favour of fepa- 
rating from us, we have one, in Mr. Harte’, whe 


* No. I. p. 74- + Na LV, p. 341; VI. p.624. $f No. IV. 
pe41z §No.ILp. 1&2. | No. Vi. Pp: 603. 
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lends with learning, livelinefs, and judgment. ‘It 
w ahd, perhaps, have been more prudent to leave 
good Dr. Gill, and his pretended reafons, to their 
repofe, than to call them up to meet with fuch an 
anfwer as we here allude to. The general caufe of 
eftablifhments, which are often generally attacked, 
is pleaded with great fkill by Mr. Ranken* of Glafe 
gow. ‘The author indeed reafons well, but his chief 
ally, experience, brings documents of fuch force as 
are not eafily repelled, 

In behalf of Chrittianity, a writer of great emi- 
nence, in almoft every line, has lately volunteered 
his aid. Mr. Cuméber/and, whofe Rea/ons are plant 
in fenfe, but enlivened by the ornaments of wit, 
has urged the friends of infidelity by fuch wea- 
pons, as muft make prefumption feel, through all its 
buckram coats. A poet thus employed, and, after 
all his dalliance with fancy, returning to the love of 
truth, exemplifies moft ftrongly what another able 
writer has fupported in a different way ; the benefit of 
Religions Education{. Mr. de Luc, purfuing his ufe- 
ful labours on the Continent, has written, among 
other works, fome letters on that fubject, worthy of 
his name and character. Connected as he is with 
Britain, in various honourable ways, we cannot but 
regard him as a writer of our own ; and therefore 
think it right to trace his fteps, wherever he may 
bend his courfe. An Eflay on Chriflianity as producing 
Happine/s§, though anonymous, muft not be paffed in 
filence. I[t is written with fagacity and judgment, 
and with a well-conduéted reference to immediate 
ufe.: The republithed volume of the Bifhop of Lin- 
rolu’s Klements, entitled an Jntroduélion to the Sindy of 
the Biblej; feems to be as:eagerly received by the 
public, as it has heen ably prepared by the excellent 
author ; and its repeated editions {peak more ftrongly 


* No, TI. # + No. IV.p. 436. No, IV. p. 359 
§ No. IV. p. 466 } No, V. p. 54. ; _— 
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for it than any words that we can employ. The 
volume on the Oriental Trinities, by Mr. Maurice*, is 
aimed again%t a large clafs of objectors, and, being 
now more fitted for circulation, may be expected to 
produce a more extenfive benefit. 

We turn now to Sermons, whether in volumes, or 
in a feparate ftate ; and firft to thofe colleéted into 
volumes. Of Mr. Gi/pin'st firft volume, we fhould 
fpeak with more fatisfaction, were we not, in fome 
degree, confcious of default, in not having yet deli- 
vered our opinion on the fecond. Such an author, 
however, has little to apprehend from critics, and 
the public little to learn on the fubjeét of his merits. 
The works of Mr. Gi/pm will be bought, without 
particular recommendation. The name of Dr. Grant 
is lefs known ; but his Sermonst, on various fubjeéts 
and occafions, will tend to give it celebrity. On the 
fubject of Mr. Sydney Smith’s§ difcourfes, we regretted 
that his fecond volume obliged us greatly to lower 
our tone; by a very reprehenfible Preface, and the 
increafe, inftead of amendment, of the faults obferva- 
ble in his former volume. Still, however, we will not 
deprive him of a place in this recapitulation; which, 
if due to a certain rank of merit, muft not be denied 
becaufe the author thinks he has ftill higher claims. 

Among theological difcourfes feparately printed, 
we cannot refufe the firft place to the excellent 
Charge of the Bifhop of Rochefer|. The piéture of 
the times, drawn by this prelate, is fo lively, and his 
fuggeftions on the fubject of duty fo forcible, that 
attention to them ought by no means to be confined, 
as in fact it certainly will tot, to the diocefe for 
which they were produced. Sermons of diftinguifhed 
merit, brought forward by particular occafions, are 
thofe of Dr. Fack/onG, and Dr. Booker**, on the Faft ; 
Mr. Blackfone on the confecration of Lord George 


* No. VI. p. 608. + No. I. p. 21. t No. V. p. 546. 
§ No; VI. p. 617, | No, V. pe $43. q No. VI. p. 6526 
°° Ne. Ve ps 545- 
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PREFACE. ; v 
Murray, Bifhop of St. David’s*, and Dr. Lawrence: 
at a Vifitationt. . Of all thefe, the diftin&tive merits 
will be feen expreffed in the feveral articles to which 
we have referred. Generally and collectively it may 
be faid of them, that they are honourable to the 
writers and to the church, and of the beft tendency 
with refpe& to the public. Mr. Crowther, in his 
Farewel Sermon}, at Barking, converted a private toe 

ic into a matter of public inftruétion. We praifed 
the difcourfe with juftice, and we again recommend 
it to notice. The two difcourfes of Dr. Dwight, on 
the Danger of the Infidel Philofophy§, have with pro- 

riety been naturalized among us, by reprinting, 
Phough they were written for America, and publith- 
ed there, the fubjeét they difcufs is one to which the 
dark diftemperature of the times has given a general 
intereft. Any wife man whe examines the infidel 
philofophy, will perceive its futility and its danger. 
But few have examined with fuch care as Dr. Dwight, 
and no one can be better qualified to publith the 
refult. 


Law. 


The internal fupport of Law is Divinity, the tem- 
poral coadjutor a Divinity is Law. The former has 
moft efficacy when all is right, the latter is the hu- 
man remedy when any thing is wrong. The Law 
of Tithes, a moft venerable branch of our common 
Law, feems particularly calculated to point out the 
conneétion. It has been fupported with great vi- 
gour by Mr. Covell, in an able and learned tra&t; to 
which, without implicit affent, we gave defervedly 
abundant praife. Various other works, on the fub- 
jet of Law, deferve more or lefs notice, The trea- 
tife on the Law of Legacies, by Mr. Roper{, though 
not furnifhed with all the aids that fuch a work re- 


- * No, III. p. 317. + No. VI. p. 656. t No. LV. p. 438, 
§ No, Ll, p. 194. } No, IV, p. 423. <I No. 1. p. 40. 
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vi PREFACE. ‘ 

quires, is creditable to the author, as a man of feat 
and ftudy. A perfpicuous and methodical treatife 
on the office and duty of Executors, by Mr. Toler*, 
demands peculiar commendation. The writer has 
evinced moft clearly his ability to render it a com- 
plete and mafterly work, if in a future edition 
he fhould introduce the improvements which mature 
confideration fhows at prefent to be wanted. It is, 
however, even in its firft ftate,a book of fingular merit. 
The Principles of Conveyancing may be ftudied with ad- 
vantage, in the work of Mr. Watkinst+, who, after 
inftructing private pupils, has come forward to in- 
ftruét the world. A few more traéts, belonging to 
this clafs, are conneéted alfo with the topic of Scar- 
city. On the fubjeét of foreftaling, a very complete 
and well-digefted colleftion has been made by Mr. 
Fitingwortht. Mr. Morris has mdeed difcuffed the 
fubjeét with more fcience§ ; but either work may be 
confulted with advantage, and particularly as con- 
ne€ted with the nature of our prefent ciscumftances. 
Experienced in the application of the ftatutes relat- 
ing to the aflize of bread, Dr. Na/mith has entered 
into an Examinatiou\| of them, which may at once.af- 
fift the magiftrate, and afford fuggeftions of impert- 
ance to the legiflator. On the fubje&t of the poor- 
laws, abundant information may be drawn from the 
example of the town of Hull, in a traét entitled 
Confideratious on the Increafe,&c.q In this produétion 
it is clearly fhown that care and management may, 
in fome cafes, reduce the poor-rafes more than half, 
and yet provide more amply and effectually for the 
real objects who require afliltance. 


SCARCITY. 


Some of the topics in the preceding clafs have led 
us almoift infenfibly to the prefent, of which we have 


* No. II. p. 178. + No. V, p. 500. t No. I. p. 8% 
4 No, ll, Pe 208, i No. ll, Pp: 99+ ¢ No, VI. p- 664. 
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{ 
ufually made a diftiné& head in our monthly Cate 
logucs, fince the fubjett forced itfelf upon our atten- 
tion ; in hopes that we might thus concentrate the 
knowledge which various minds diftribute, for the 
ufe and benefit of the country.. Of thofe various 
traéts, however, we {hall at prefent notice only three, 
as more important than the reft.. The firft of thefe 
bears the name of Mr. Burke*, being originally 
drawn up by that great man, and prefented to Mr. 
Pitt, on occafion of the preffure in 1795.— Lord 
Sheffield} is another able enquirer, whofe diligent 
inveftigation has brought forward many ufeful faéts, 
and fuggeftions of a valuable kind. Experimental 
tracts like this are more fatisfa€tory than any others, 
and in fuch difcuffions the noble writer has few ri- 
vals.—A report of a tremendous experiment made 
in France, on the operation of a law of maximum, te 
goroully enforced, is given’ in another pamphlett, 
anonymous indeed, but known to proceed from a 
Jady, who beheld and felt the confequences: the re» 


fult is, that fhe -ftrenuoufly urges her countrymen to 
avoid a fimilar dangev. 


Potties. 


We fall open this divifion with a name which we 
have often had occafion to mention with the higheft 
commendation, and never more fo than in the pre- 
fent inftance. It is that of Mr. Bozwl/es, who, in his 
Refiections on the Political and Moral State of Society, at 
the Clofe of the 18th Century§, has brought to view a 
fiatement of fa€ts, and a courfe of reafonings, mo- 
mentous in the higheft degree to this and every Eu-. 
— nation, ‘lo wifh for its circulation is, in 
fact, to with well to Great Britain, to virtue, ard to 
¥eligion. The overtures of Bonaparte, on the fubjeét 


* No. I. p. 36. + No, III, p. 322, t No. JI. p. 174. 
5 No. Il. Pp: 144; IZ. Pp: 229. P . P . 
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Vili PREFACE. 
of peace, at the commencement of 1800, form a 
material part of the difcuflion in this tract; and 
they are made a diftinét and feparate fubjeét of en- 
quiry, by Mr. Brand, ina very able Letier*, addrefled 
to an anonymous friend. Sir F. D'Ivernois, often 
employed with great acutenefs on the fubje& of 
French finance; has attributed to their deficiency the 
rife of Bonapartet, and from the operation of the 
fame caufe undertakes to calculate his fall. What 
is future partakes, of -courfe, of the general nature 
of contingent events ; but thofe that actually have 
happened appear to have been noted, and recorded 
with peculiar exattnefs by this affiduous writer, 
The hiftory of the French Finances, fince the Revo- 
lution, is no where fo completely given, from their 
own authorities and documents, as in the publications 
of Sir F. D’ Ivernois. 

If we turn to matters more immediately domeitic, 
we fhall view with pleafure Sir Frederick Eden's 
tract upon Populationt. To contemplate our internal 
ftrength is then particularly fatisfattory when exter- 
nal war compels us to exert it to the utmoft: and the 
patriotic fentiments of this author make his calcula- 
tions ftill more acceptable. More limited in their 
objects are the tract of Mr. Reeves, on the Cors- 
nation Oath§, and one that is anonymous, but attri- 
buted to Mr. Cumberland, on the late Change of Mi- 
nifters\|. Both thefe are conne&ted with one topic, 
the truft and power defired by the Roman Catholics, 
under the utterly falfe title of emancipation: the 
anxiety on this point having, for the prefent, a little 
fublided, we thall not here add any new reflections 
on it. On the fubject of the Union, now fo happily 
effected, and confolidated by the experience of one 


meeting of Parliament, nothing remains at prefent 
to be noticed, but a difcuffion of Lord Sheffield], on 


* No. ILI. p. 261, + No. IV. p.3s50. No. II. p.200. 
§ No, IU, p. 284. {} NowlV. peggi. Now V. p. 502. 
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a commercial queftion rifing out of it. The reflec- 
tions of this well-informed nobleman tend to quiet 
all apprehenfions refpeéting the export of Britith 
wool to Ireland; and to thow that circumftances 
will by no means admit a rivalry in that branch of 
commerce, which could be formidable to the manu- 
factures of Britain. Before we quit this head, we 
mutt not fail to mention an anonymous traét, entitled 
Political Effays on popular Subjeéis*. So much of ufe- 
ful and inftru@tive matter, fo much of original and 
found fpeculation is contained in this pamphlet, that 
we hope, ere long, to fee it fanttioned by the author's 
name. 


History. 


Though the dignity of Hiftory is thought to be 
enhanced by pomp and artifice of ftyle, there is no- 
thing that fo wins the reader’s heart as natural and 
honeft fimplicity ; efpecially when the narrative pro- 
ceeds from an eye-witnefs of the facts. Mott fingu- 
larly is this refleCtion exemplified in the Zrue Hiferyt 
of Bernal Diaz, which, with innumerable faults of 
ftyle, according to the common rules of writing, 
charms like the verbal narrative of a fenfible old 
foldier over a winter’s fire. The tranilator, Co/one? 
Keating, has removed a few of its afperities, with fo 
much judgment as to leave its natural character un- 
impaired. We therefore dwelt upon the work with 
more than '1fual attention, and Here again recommend 
it. The work of Mr. Tooke, on the Hiflory of the 
Rufian Empire}, prefents to the Englith reader what 
he could not otherwife obtain, but through the me- 
dium of feveral foreign works. On the fubjeé of 
Ruffia, the advantage of much local knowledge, and 
long-continued enquiry, is confpicuous in whatever 
Mr. Tooke has publifhed. The Hiffery of Mauritius§, 
* No. I. p. 160, + No. [. p. 27; Il. p. 151; Il. 1, 262. 
t No. V. cain § No, V. Agr at, i: 
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> > é. 
though very limited in its obje&t, and defultory ia 
execution, may be to forse readers an objeét of cus 
riofity. We have nothing further to detain us ing 
the department of Hitt boty r 


t 

pares ¢ f our pre font volume : sfiee thie Fae wag 
anit name of Mr. Ge mgs Sage choral Monuments” will 
a work 
O f care fal sr 7 dick vus refeare h. and publithe d with 
a {plendour which zeal could not have given without 
the aid of opulenc The thirteenth volume of the 
Archaeologiat, em er ed our diligent attention through 
various numbers of our work It is obvious that, 
this care would not have been beftowed, if we had 
not thought the matter generally valuable or curious. 
We thould be forry t- think otherwife of a work 
originating from a body fo refpeCtable. Of the con \- 
plete ter nination of Mr. Maurice’s Indian Antiq: yities 

by the publication of a feventh volume, after many 
years labour, we gave our readers nofice ; and finith- 
ed, on our part, an analyfis of the work, purfued 
through many of our volumes. A different object 
how emp loys him, which we fhall rejoice heveatter 
to examine, with much confidence of finding it of 
equal merit in its kind. This is, the Hiftory of Mo- 
dern India ; in which, we underftand, confiderable 
progrefs is already made. Of the tranflation of 
Domefday, by Mefirs. Henfhall and Wilkinfon§, which 
we withed to fee continued, we have heard no pro- 
grefs mentioned. Without the patronage of the 
public fuch a work muft languifh ; but that this pa- 
tronage can long be fought in vain, to a work efpe- 
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cially of national concern, we arc not willing. to 
fuppofe. 


TopoGRAPIIY. 


Of all parts of this kingdom, the immediate vici- 
nity of London might be expeéted to have claitned 
the earlieft notice of topogiaphers. It has however 
happened otherwife; and, at this late period, the 
sround was almoft left untouched to Adr. Ly/ous. 
His Supplement, noticed in our prefent volume™*, cour 
pletes the hiftory of thofe bordering counties, w hich 
he had before defcribed, but partial!y, and concludes 
avery pleafing work. ‘To avery {mall part of the 
metropolis are confined the Piéture/que Views of the 
late Mr. Lreland+, which reprefent the Inns of Court. 
rte views are executed with fidelity and fpirit, and 

the hiftory annexed is adequate to its purpofe. Much 
more copious and exact, bow ever, 18 Mr. Houfman's 
defcription of the remote Counties of Cumberiand, 
Lancafhire, Weftmorland, and part of Yorkfhiref. 
‘he quantity of matter. there compreffed, leaves little 
for the occafional enquirer to wifh ; and the traveller 
who thall vifjt the lakes with this companion, may 
return informed as well as gratified. 

The refearches of Pr ofefjor UW ‘hite relate to a far more 
diftant country, but one to which attention is atiraét- 
ed very flrongly, by the courfe of public events. His 
gy ptiacay tend to prove that we can beat the French 
in literary, as wellas military difcuflion ; and tend to 
clear up feveral paints which*their enquirers have 
lefs illuftrated than perplexed. What they have 
lately done to inveftigate various facis, may be feen 
in thejr own Minott concerning Keypt\|. | he Savaus 
annexed to the Egyptian army muit have found them- 
felves grievoufly “mifplaced ; but being there, they 
refulved to make fome effort, and have “done, though 


* No. III. p.246, + No. VI. p.668  } No. VI. p. 578. 
§ No, VI. p. 546. | No. Vs p. 475 | 
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little, as much perhaps as could have been expected 
in their circumittances. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


We have nothing here to notice but the work of 
Major Rennel, on the ancient Geography of Herodotus™. 
What modern knowledge, accuracy, and acutenefs 
can effeét in fuch a refearch, may here be fully ex- 
petted. More we mutt forbear to fay, till our exa- 
mination of the book fhall be completed. 


VoYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


The voyage of the able, but unfortunate La Pe- 
yon/e, has occafioned another voyage, for the purpofe 
of difcovering, it poflible, what was ultimately the 
fate of that navigator. The fearch proved fruitlefs, 
as to its primary object ; but a work of fome merit 
and curiofity was produced i in confequence, entitled 
‘a Voyage in fearch of La Peroufe,” drawn up by 
M. Labillardieret. Little more, that deferves parti- 
cular notice, occurs at prefent under this head. A 
Tour through the Batavian Republic, by Mr. Fell{, and 
the Letters of M. Starke from Italy§, may be confult- 
ed, for want of other recent documents, refpe€ting 
thofe different countries; but as elaborate or im- 
portant works they could not properly be mentioned. 
Dr. Mavor's Britifh Tourif\\, isa compilation from our 
various domefiic travellers, conveniently arranged 
for ufe. 


PorTRY. 


The poetical clafs, in our prefent half-yearly regif- 
ter, is one of the largeft that we have, and contains 


* No. VI. p. 592. + No, II. p. 101. Of the Voyage of Le 
Péronje, fo far as his narrative ever reached Eorope, an account is 
iven in our 15th volume, p. 109, and 25, t No, V. p. 555. 
Ibid, f No, Ill, p. 332. 
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fome articles of importance. In eftimating thefe, the 
chief, beyond all competition, is the Poem of Rz- 
chard I. by Sir Fames Burges* ; a work for variety of 
matter, elegance of language, livelinefs of illuftra- 
tion, intereft in the princtpal charatter, and many 
other epic requifites, not eafily to be furpaffed or 
equalled. Its fame will certainly be permanent. 
Though not an original performance, we mutt give 
the next place to A/r. Sotheby’s tranflation of Virgil's 
Georgicst. The peculiar difficulties of the tafk, we 
explained in our review of the work. Such difh- 
culties completely overcome, give a moft decided 
title to applaufe. The works of Robert Burast, the 
pupil of nature, detained our willing attention for a 
confiderable time.. We clofed our account in the 
prefent volume, by paying him the tribute of praife 
which he foeminently merits. Other poetical works, 
of various talent, ftill claim our attention. Among 
thefe, we muft by no means omit to notice the Lyrj- 
cal Ballads§, now avowed to.be the work of A*d. 
Word/worth ; affifted by a very few contributions 
from his friends. Though the ftyle of fimplicity, 
profeffedly adopted in thefe poems, may fometimes 
difappoint the reader, yet the principle of preferring 
the value of ideas to the found of words, and the 
truth of nature and paflion to the fplendour of orna- 
ment, is fo very falutary in the prefent ftate of pub- 
lic tafte, that we cannot feel a critical duty more 
ftrong, than that of recommending it by every fa- 
vourable example ; and many fuch will certainly be 
found in Mr. W.’s volumes. The colleéted Poems 
of Mr. Bofcawen|, form a pleafing affemblage of 
claflical fpecimens, in many ftyles of compofition, 
and demonftrate that the fchool of Horace teaches 
always what is terfe, and fenfible, and elegant. Of 
Mr. Dyer’s three projeéted volumes, the firft{] alone 


* No, UI. p, 221; V. p. 483. + No. IL p. 164; fee alfo 
vol. xv, p. 655. t No. 1V. p. 416; fee alfo vol. xv, p. 366. 
4 No, i P» 1256 } No. V. p. 515, ‘No, VI. pe sor. 
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has yet appeared; which we fufpeét. will prove the 
bett adapted to our tafte. His Goddefs, Liberty, to 
whom the other two are promifed, has a ftrong 
fufpicion of impofture refting on her character. 
Should fhe prove the very ny mph whom Britannia 
honours with her confidence, our zeal will furely 

ual his, in paying homage to her. In the Poems 
of Mr. Fitzgerald*, we wanted only a more ftrift 
fele€tion. ‘The fpirit of fome parts will always be 
approved, in the clofet, as well as in recital. Mr. 
Dermody, the author of Poems, moral and defcriptivet, 
has talents of a lively nature, with tafte and ear for 
poetry; but the title of a moral poet might be 
claimed, by Mr. Sanderfont, at leaft with equal | juf- 
tice. The Poem of the 4d4¢ De Lille, cunitled 
L’ Homme des Champs§, having been almoft made our 
own, by the circumftances of its publication, and o¢ 
the author’s fortunes, received a notice from us which 
we can feldom give to works of foreign origin. Very 
foon we fhall have occafion to fpeak alfo of a tranf- 
lation, which has offered the elegancies of the Gallic 
author’s genius to the knowledge of the Englith 
reader. 

We fhall notice a few fmaller Poems, and con- 
clude. Sanétioned by an academic prize, the Poem, 
entitled Je Holy Land\, by Mr. Wrangham, demands 
our firft attention. We have met the author before 
upon poetic groundG; and trom thefe oe 
fhall be always happy there to meet him. The So- 

vereign, by Mr. Pybus**, though unfortunate in its 
period of appearance, encountered by many wits, 
and tollowed by the humorous Mince- Pyett, will 
retain a place in fplendid libraries ; and from cri- 
tics, unbiafled by temporary circumftances, more 
mercy than it hitherto has found. As a defcriptive 
Poem, the Favourite Village, by Dr. Hurdis{t, will 


* No. VI. p. 6 
§ No. I. 
** No. IL p. 149. 


+ No. L Ps 79° 
| No. II. p. 186. 
tt Now dl. pr 188. 
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hold a refpeftable rank ; while in the mournful clafs, 
the monody of Dr. Trotter, entitled Su/piria Oceani*, 
and employed in the celebration of Lord Howe, will 
be no lefs diftinguifhed. The whimfical colleétion, 
denominated Ta/es of Terrort, will clofe our prefent 
divifion ; and if it would clofe alfo, by its ridicule, 
the reign of ghofts and goblins, we fhould heartily 
rejoice in the effect. 


DRAMA. 


We have feen no drama lately of fo much poetic 
{pirit, as the tragedy entitled the Con/piracy of Gowriet, 
its faults arife not from the want, but the partial 
mifemployment of good talents. Having faid this of 
one. tragedy, we hefitate whether we fhould give it 
even a fingle companion, in the prefent divilion of 
our Preface. ‘The Point of Honour§, which was 
afted with applaufe, and the Lakers, which was 
never acted, nor could be withotit much alteration, 
have the beft pretenfions to be named. One ge- 
neral -hint we could wifh to give, to writers of 
dramatic pieces, whether merry, fad, or moral : 
which is, that, ‘according to the beft authority, the 
plot fhould be the foul of every drama. The want 
of this perhaps it is which leads them to defy the 
dreadful word applied, irreverently enough, to drama- 
tic failure ; but thefe authors fhould remember, that, 
though it may remove fome terrors, there is nothing 
very cheering in the profpect of eternal Jleep. 


PHILOSOPHY. 


Under this very comprehentive title, we fhall at 
prefent include all that is fubfidiary, or in any way 
related to it, The firft place in it, pro meritis, is due 


* No. III. p. 309. + No. VI. p.649. tf No. VI. p, 614. 

§ No. II. p. 191. | No. VI. p. 650. ee 
b undoubt- 
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undoubtedly to Profeffor Vince's Syfem of Afironomy*, 
a work in which profundity of knowledge, and clear- 
nefs of inftru€tion are happily and uncommonly 
united ; while the Trigonometry of the fame authort 
is formed to lead the ftudent to that and other fci- 
ences. ‘he Philofophical Tranfaétionst of the Royal 
Society of London have feldom been more rich than 
in the volume we have laft noticed. ‘They are full of 
great difcoveries, hich feem tolead tomany more. The 
/ranjaétions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh§, con- 
tained alfo, in half a volume, and under a very few 
articles, much of interefting matter ; fome part of 
which was of particular importance to the manufac- 
turers of the nation. {fn a new and very curious 
branch of enq ury, Mr, Davy's Refearches concerning 
Nitrous Oxide\, demand attention from all thofe who 
with to know the progrefs of the new difcoveries. 
‘They form a confiderable ftep in that which has 
been called the aerial chemiftry. To the hiftory of 
Infects, well fketched by the original author, and ‘ill 
more illuftraied by his commentator, Lyonnet, in the 
Infetto- Theology of “Lefer, a tendency is gtven, which 
alfo ranks it with the firft clafs in our Preface. It 
prefents to the reader, In a partial view, what our 
admirable countryman, Derham, traced throughout 
the works of creation. As books for praétical ufe, 
we may mention here together, though widely fepa- 
rated in their fubjects, Bent 's Mete eorolopical Journal**, 
and Dr. Hull’s elements of Botanytt. The account 
may be at prefent clofed with the new edition of 
Euclid's Elements, by Mr. Ingramtt, who has thus 
offered to the ftudents of pure mathematics, a work 
weil publifhed, ard in fome few points improved. 


* No. I. p. 46; IL. P 239; fee alfo vol xvi, p.627. + No. IV, 


D. 377: t Nb. IL, p. 132 § No. IV. p- 406; V. p. 471. 
| No. V. p. 530. € No. VI. p. 664. No. III. p. 325- 
tt No. VI. p. 665. i} No. V. p. 498. 
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PREFACE. 


MEDICINE. 


{n glancing our eye over this ufually fertile diftriét, 
we find it rather barren. We have mentioned, in- 
deed, various medical books, but few of eminence 
enough to claim a ftation here. Will it not feem 
ftrange to readers of this clafs, if we mention only 
two orthree? Dr. Aikin’s colle€tion of the fa€ts af- 
certained on the fubjeét of the Cow-Pox* ; Mr. Hill’s 
Pra&tical Obfervationst on the medical ufe of Oxygen, 
or Vital Air; andthe work of Dr. Saunders}, on the 
nature and ufe of Mineral Waters. Of thefe, the 
firft is a very ufeful regifter, the fecond a curious 
book of cafes, and the third a well-arranged com- 
pilation, with the addition of fome original obferva- 
tions. [wo other works which found a place in our 
account, are of merit fo far dubious, that they might 
be paffed without much injury. Dr. Chifholm’s I'ffay 
on the Peftilential Fever§, augmented greatly fince its 
firft appearance, feems to urge with difproportionate 
zeal, a mode of practice not fo fanttioned by expe- 
rience, as the author evidently thinks ; and the Ger- 
man, Dr. Strave, who is to us the Kotzebue of Me- 
dicine, from the numberof his works now thruft upon 
us in tranflations, has given very little that is of real 
value in his book, on the Education of Children. 

The Harveian Oration is, in its nature, rather a claf- 
fical exercife than a medical work ; but Dr. Vanghan 
has given it all the weight it can derive, trom the ex- 
celleuce of arrangement and elegance of compofition. 


EpvucaTion. 
Books of this defcription are always numerous, 
We {hall notice but a iew, of more importance tham 


* No. ll. p.1g2. + No, IL. p. 117. t No. VI. p. 599. 
§ No, LV. p. 371. ] No. V.p.479e @ Now IU, p. 382. 
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the reft. To the ftudents in Hebrew, who never are 
fo numerous as we could wifh, we muft not omit to 
recommend Dr. Fitzgerald's Hebrew Grammar* ; which 
teaches the language according to the Maforetic 
{yftem, now the moft approved, and poffeffes every 
requifite for fuch a work of inftruétion. The Art of 
making Abridgments, as taught by the Abbé Gauitiert, 
is one of the moft ufeful exercifes that can be pre- 
fented to the attention of young minds. The book 
is now complete, and will, no doubt, obtain extenfive 
patronage. On the founds of the French language, 
a {pecific treatife has been publifhed by M. Levifact, 
while the peculiarities of the sdiom may be fuccefs- 
fully spdedieaited from the work of M. Bellenden§. 
We pafs on to another branch of education, to 
which however we thall aflign a feparate head. 


Music. 


The fiudy of mufical compofition has lately been 
promoted greatly, by the efforts of fome of its moft 
learned proteffors. A fecond Effay of Mr. Ko//mann, 
in which the praCtical part of that fcience was treated 
with great fkill, demanded our particular attention}. 
Though not in every point agreed with this author, 
we gave him commendations which we feel no incli- 
nation to retract; and then proceeded to one who 
is, in fome refpeéts, an antagonift of the former. 
Mr. KingY, in his treatife, is particularly excellent in 
the work of arrangement ; an advantage of no little 
value in any {cientific work. Another mufical wri- 
ter** ftill detains our attention, of whom we hall 
have occafion to {peak highly in a future Preface. 


* No. IIL. p. 325. + No. VI. p. 666. tft No. IV. p. 447. 
No. V. p. $59. No. 1V. p. 399- Z No. V. p. 517- 
© Mp Sais ! P+ 399 Pe $17 
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MrsceLLraNnies. 


We haften now to conclude: and, having fubdi- 
vided the former part of our account as much as 
fible, have little to include within this general 
heed: Having ree ot a biographical ‘nature to 
mention, except Mr. Murphy’s Life of Garrick*, we 
have poftponed it to this place: nor can we here 
fay of it quite fo much as we could with. We re- 
ret that it was not written at leaft ten years ago. 
‘he works of Mrs. H. Moret, in their colleéted ftate, 
place the author in a moft refpetable rank : and the 
principles delivered in them feem to us completely 
found, as well as nappy exprefled. Dr. Cogan’s in- 
genious work on the Paffonst, is the firft of much 
importance that the public has received, fince the 
admirable Effay of Hutchefon. A comparifon, dili- 
gently made, might throw great light on both. The 
variety of ufeful matter in the Letters of Orton and 
StonboufeS, gives them a title to be honourably men- 
tioned, in the clafs of mifcellaneous works. Their 
reference however is, very peincipely; to fubjetts of . 
divinity ; and the piety which pervades. the whole 
conveys continually a moft valuable fpecies of in- 
ftruétion. ‘Thus do we end, nearly where we began, 


Atque in fe {ua per veftigia volvitur index. 


* No, VIL Pp. 637. + No, Vv, P+ §27> t No, V1. Ps 640. 
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